
 
News , updates and recent announcements from our tribe, calendar of events, flyers, prayers and more 
information. Please note that: Hyperlinks are scattered throughout the RRN .These ‘links’ take you direct to documents, websites 

and further information that you can use. Just click on them or copy and paste them in your browser for more info!_________ 

Spring Fire & Teachings!  The Spring Fire & Teachings are April 8th through 11th at the Gathering Grounds in    
Manistee. See the full flyer on page 5 and plan on attending. The Spring Membership Meeting is April 11th. 

Spring Membership Meeting April 11th: The Spring Membership Meeting is set for April 11th at the Makwa En-
daat. Ogema Romanelli will be holding his ‘Meet-n-Greet’ Friday evening (the 10th) beginning at 7 p.m. in the 
Three Fires Conference Room. The regular meeting, department displays and presentations will be on Saturday 
beginning at 9 a.m. with booths in the hall outside the Conference Center. Please be sure to join us! 

Filer Township/LRBOI: Filer Township, the Filer Township DDA and LRBOI announced last week that they are going 
to partner toward establishing wastewater treatment capacity, primarily along the US 31 corridor. See the full 
announcement on page 4. 

Primary Election 2015! The 2015 Primary Election is February 13th! Ballots were mailed January 9th and Candidate 
articles are in the January Currents. The slate of candidates is shown on page 3 of this Rapid River News. The   
election count will be held in the Lodge Room (Tribal Council Chambers), at the Government Center. 

Natural Resources. Please return your Deer and Turkey tags, whether harvested or not.  If you harvested a deer or 
turkey please return bottom half of form and fill out as indicated. Thank you to all who already returned their 
deer and turkey tags. It helps us to track Tribal Citizens hunting needs so we may better serve you. 2015 USFS 
Huron and Manistee passes are here. Pick up your passes at the Natural Resources 
office in Manistee at 310, 9th Street. See Bonnie or Peggy. Please see information  
on page 14 to know where Tribal Citizens may use the pass. 

Elder Committee Monthly Meeting: The next Elders Meeting is March 7th. The elders 
are holding a candidate  forum following that meeting. The Forum will be in the 
Lodge Room at the Government Center beginning at 1:30 p.m.. All Tribal Members 
are invited! 

January Currents is online at www.lrboi-nsn.gov/images/docs/public-affairs/
currents/2015/January%202015%20Currents.pdf . (Copy and paste in your browser). 

Watch for the February Currents which will have Primary Election Results. 

Goonignebig 2015! The 2015 Snowsnake at LRBOI is set for this February 21st! See page 12 for details for this 

year’s event. The Goonignebig will be held just behind the Aki Maadiziwin Community Center in Manistee. Partici-
pants are being encouraged to share their ‘snakes’ with those who do not have one so that all attendees can join 
in this special fun. 

‘Nme Release Scheduled! The Natural Resources Department has announced that the 12th Annual ‘Nme (Sturgeon) 
Release is going to be held on September 12th at Rainbow Bend. Make sure and add it to your calendars! 

LRBOI Workforce Development Updates! See page 10 for complete updates on programs from the tribal work-
force development program….including internships and other services. Contact the Workforce Development   
Specialist at 231-398-6842, toll free at 1-888-723-8288 extension 6842, or by e-mail at dhawley@lrboi-nsn.gov . 

FAFSA for students: Free Application for Federal Student Aid, also known as FAFSA.  Come to the February 10th 

Manistee event to explore how this program can help you with education assistance. See page 9 for full details. 

LRCR Concert Lineup! The latest entertainment calendar from the Little River Casino Resort is on page 11.  

Housing Annual Performance Report! The annual LRBOI Housing Department annual HUD report is now available 
for viewing. See details on page 8. 
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 (Cultural & Government related items) 

Warriors Society: Wanted…Veterans who want to actively participate in the Little River 

Band Warrior Society. Please email vjohnson@lrboi.com for an application and/or 

additional information. 

We are constantly in need of Warriors for color guard duties for various events. 

Please consider becoming active or joining and being an active member. The Warrior 

Society meets the first Saturday of every month at 10am at the Aki Community Cen-

ter located at the entrance to the LRBOI Housing Area. The Warrior Society meetings 

are usually followed by the monthly elders meeting at Noon.  

Commander John Shano reported that this month, members of the Warriors participated in the funeral      

services for GTB’s Chair George Bennett-ba and LRBOI Warrior Joe Koon-ba.  

 

Wawiinge maadaadiziwin”. “Beginning a journey with wellness” Talking Circle 12-Step meeting.       Wenesh pii: 
Every Wednesday @ 3:30pm Aanni pish: BeDaBin Conference Room. We meet weekly to support healing thru a 
holistic approach to wellness including recovery of all forms utilizing Anishnaabe values and teachings to encour-
age the adoption of a healthy, balanced lifeway by reclaiming our place in the circle of life 

For more information: 
Dottie 231-398-6741 or Julie 231-398-6740 
Sponsored by Be-Da-Bin Behavioral Health of the Little River Band of Ottawa Indians 

 

Commission Openings! The tribe continues to seek applications from tribal members interested in serving on any 
commission or committee of the tribe. Ogema Romanelli has asked for members to submit letters of interest 
along with why they would like to be on the various Commissions and what skills or knowledge they bring to 
the group. Applicants will need to submit a commission application along with your letter of interest. You will 
need to contact Mary Thomas (extension 6824) in the Ogema’s office to get an application and will need to 
submit both in order to be considered.   

Please send the letter and application to the attention of Executive Assistant, Mary Thomas, Office of the Ogema, 
2608 Government Center Drive, Manistee, MI 49660. 

———————————————————————————

From the editor... 

There had been some question about the Election coverage and 

having information out to the membership and candidates in 

plenty of time. Here is a list of the actual pages of information 

and the issues of the Currents where it appeared in 2014. Other 

postings of information have appeared on Facebook, the web-

site and in e-mail blasts.  

——————————————————————————— 
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2015 LRBOI Election Candidates  (candidate names are listed in random 

order as provided by the Election Board) 

         Office of the Ogema 

TRIBAL OGEMA 
Steve Parsons 
Larry “Little Thunder” Romanelli 
Jimmie Mitchell 
Michael J. Ceplina 

 
 
 

Shannon Paul Crampton 
Gary Paul DiPiazza (sees-bak-tunse) 
Dave Corey 

      Office of Tribal Council-At Large 

Joseph Riley II   
Marcella M. Leusby-withdrew 
Sally Bell  
Edward Tyler   
Norbert Kelsey   
Peggy J. Vriesman  
Michael J. Charlow 

Office of Tribal Council-9 County 

9-COUNTY   
    
Alvin Patricio    
Ronald Wittenberg   
Jim Medacco    
Jessica Lynn Burger  
Jamie Friedel    
Sandy Mezeske    
Amy Gilles    
Al Metzger Oskaabaawis 
Delano D. Peters 
Candace M. Chapman 

 
 
 
Steven E. Kequom 
Sandra “Peanut” Lewis 
Pat Ruiter 
Justin L. Kelsey 
Loretta Beccaria-Lindeman 
Brian Loney 
Jeff Battice 
Pamela Medahko 
John Pabami 
Corey A. Wells 
Rita Annette Gale 

CHIEF JUDGE      ELECTION BOARD 
Daniel T. Bailey      Peggy Derouin 
Joshua C. Stone      Tammy Bowen 
Sharron Cogswell Detz     Brandi Drake-Blamer 
Jonnie Jay Sam II      Karen Love 
Austen J. Brauker      Valerie Robinson McDonnell 
 
APPELLATE COURT JUDGE-ELDER   APPELLATE COURT JUDGE-ATTORNEY 
Joseph J. LaPorte     Damian S. Fisher 
Justice Cynthia Pete Champagne   Melissa L. Pope 

Please note that the          

Primary Election count will 

be taking place this Friday, 

the 13th in the Lodge Room,              

Government Center in   

Manistee! 

Please note that the        

Elders’ Candidate Forum 

will be in the Lodge Room,  

Government Center in 

Manistee on March 7th at 

1:30 p.m.! 



FILER TOWNSHIP AND LITTLE RIVER BAND TO PARTNER ON SEWER PROJECT 

 

FILER CHARTER TOWNSHIP – Filer Charter Township, the Filer Township Downtown Development Authority (DDA) and the Little 

River Band of Ottawa Indians have agreed to partner toward  establishing wastewater treatment capacity in Filer Township’s DDA 

district, primarily along the US 31 corridor.   Pending completion of agreements required for the project, the system will be built 

under the direction of Filer Township and will ultimately connect with LRBOI’s wastewater treatment facility located on Tribal 

property near the intersection of US 31 and M-22.  LRBOI recently doubled the capacity of the facility to treat wastes.   

 

The partnership resulted from more than a year of work involving a 

Filer Township Ad Hoc Sewer Committee to examine the need, 

service area and treatment and financing options for creating 

wastewater treatment capacity.  On February 3, 2015, the DDA 

agreed with and recommended that the Township Board support 

findings of the Ad Hoc Sewer Committee to proceed to work out an 

agreement with LRBOI to achieve the wastewater treatment goals 

of the Township and to hire two attorneys, one to work on the 

agreement with LRBOI, the other to work on required bonding for 

the project.  On the same day, the Township Board received and 

supported the recommendations from the DDA, including 

continuing the work of the firm Wade Trim in the project which will 

involve assistance in gaining project financing through USDA Rural 

Development.                       

 

“This is a tremendous opportunity for Filer Township that resulted from a process we began over a year ago,” said Filer Township 

Supervisor and DDA member Terry Walker.   “We could not be more pleased to be partnering with the Little River Band in a way 

that is a win-win for all parties, including the residents of Filer Township.” 

 

Walker said that the DDA and Township started a deliberative effort in 2014 that involved selecting the firm Wade-Trim through a 

competitive process to complete several methodical steps to confirm and assess the location, need and options for establishing 

sewer capacity to serve their commercial district.  The steps  included: re-examining the potential sewer service area; confirming 

the need for wastewater treatment based on conservative economic development projections; assessing the pros and cons of 

options, including a Township-owned and operated facility and connecting with the City of Manistee to provide wastewater 

treatment capacity.   The Township determined that the option to connect with the City was not financially viable. 

 

“We are satisfied that this objective, deliberative process led us to the best option in all respects,” Walker said, “including the 

affordability of the option for the DDA and residents.” 

Walker said that work is underway with Wade-Trim and the U.S. Department of Agriculture, Rural Development to secure a grant 

that could cover up to 45 percent of the total cost of project.    

“We are pleased that Filer Township originally approached us as a neighbor to determine our interest and ability to assist them,” 

said LRBOI Ogema Larry Romanelli.  “With our recent expansion of treatment capacity and our experience working through the 

required agreements with Manistee Township, the timing was right for us to seriously look at this partnership.   The project will 

also enhance the marketability and development of the US 31 corridor and that is good for all of us with a business interest in this 

area.”   
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Kateri Spring Pow wow 

March 21 , 2015 –noon to 5 

Grand Entry 1 pm 

Give away 3;30 

Feast 4 pm 

DISH TO PASS FOR FEAST 

Reeths Puffer Middle School 

1911 W Giles Rd. 

Muskegon , Michigan 49445 

Native Dancing and native crafts 

Free tables for vendors 

FREE Admission 

A day of Family – Food – Fun 

Call Debra Gutowski -231-736-7544 

Kateri Easter Gathering  

Johnson Hall 1509 Holton Rd 

 Muskegon MI 49445 

(next to Steak ‘n’ Egger)  

Sunday March 29th, 2015 

11am-4pm 

Please bring a dish to pass 

BINGO, RAFFLES and 50/50  

Any questions please contact Brenda 

231.760.6366 



 

   February 2015 Docket  
      (subject to deletions or additions) 

Key: 

CO Cora Offense/Conservation 

CS Child Support 

CT Civil Ticket 

DM Divorce with children 

DO Divorce w/o children 

EA Enrollment Appeal 

EB Election Board Appeal 

EM Emancipation of Minor 

FJ Foreign Judgment 

FSJ Foreign Support Judgment 

GA Gaming Appeal 

________________________________________________________________ 

Court Docket 

 
Monday, February 9, 2015   Judge Bailey   

10:00 a.m.  Dewey v. Somerville 14202DO Pretrial 

11:00 a.m.  LRB v. Gunderson  14263TM  Pretrial 

 

Monday, February 16, 2015   Judge Bailey   

10:00 a.m.  Guardianship Hrg. 14257GM  Closed Hrg. 

11:00 a.m.  Gregory v. Gregory 14281DM  Pretrial 

01:30 p.m.  Mitchell   15010GC  Motion Hearing 

 

Friday, February  20, 2015    Judge Sherigan  

10:30 a.m.  Sprau v. Casino  14232GC  Motion Hrg. 

 

Monday, February 23, 2015   Judge Bailey   

10:00 a.m.  Neglect/Abuse  11223NA  Review Hrg.  

 

Friday, February 27, 2015    Judge Sherigan  

01:30 p.m.  Neglect/Abuse  09053NA  Review Hrg. 

11:30 a.m.  Chick v. LRB Casino 15001GC  Pretrial   

 

Page  

February 9th, 2015 

GC General Civil 

GM Guardianship of Minor 

GR Employment Matter 

JC Judicial Complaint 

JV Juvenile 

LT Landlord Tenant 

NA Neglect Abuse 

NC Name Change 

PF Probate 

PPO Personal Protection Order 
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New Interactive Forms 
Tribal Membership Submission Forms and included the 3 forms. 

Election forms for Ogema: 

Election forms for all other offices: 

Hunting Submissions: https://www.lrboi-nsn.gov/images/docs/public-affairs/docs/

LRBOI_Hunters_Submissions.pdf 

Membership Submission for Currents: https://www.lrboi-nsn.gov/images/docs/public-affairs/docs/

Members_Submissions_1.pdf 

Elder's Conference Submissions: https://www.lrboi-nsn.gov/images/docs/public-affairs/docs/

elders_conference_memory2014_.pdf 

NOTICE FOR PUBLIC REVIEW 
The Little River Band Housing Department has prepared their 2014 Annual  

Performance Report (APR) for  

 HUD to meet our  

Annual Reporting Requirements. 

 

If you would like to review and/or comment on this report it will be available at the 
Housing Department office for 30 days 

starting on February 3, 2015, Monday – Friday 9a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Website Access! 

Please note, if you are having problems accessing the tribal website at 

www.lrboi.com and are receiving an STMP error message about your  

password….please email  glevasseur@lrboi-nsn.gov to have your         

password reset! 

Also, make sure to use Mozilla Firefox or Google Chrome to access the site. 

Internet Explorer is not working with our site at this time. 

https://www.lrboi-nsn.gov/images/docs/public-affairs/docs/LRBOI_Hunters_Submissions.pdf
https://www.lrboi-nsn.gov/images/docs/public-affairs/docs/LRBOI_Hunters_Submissions.pdf
https://www.lrboi-nsn.gov/images/docs/public-affairs/docs/Members_Submissions_1.pdf
https://www.lrboi-nsn.gov/images/docs/public-affairs/docs/Members_Submissions_1.pdf
https://www.lrboi-nsn.gov/images/docs/public-affairs/docs/elders_conference_memory2014_.pdf
https://www.lrboi-nsn.gov/images/docs/public-affairs/docs/elders_conference_memory2014_.pdf
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FEB 10th EVENT HELPS STUDENTS APPLY FOR BILLIONS  

AVAILABLE IN U.S. FOR SCHOOL AID 

  

MANISTEE, MICHIGAN - A new event to help Manistee County students pay for college will be held February 10, 2015 from 3 p.m. to 7 p.m. 

at the West Shore Hospital Education Center, located at 1465 East Parkdale, Manistee, MI 49660.  

  

Federal aid experts from three area colleges, counselors and volunteers will help students and families complete a Free Application for 
Federal Student Aid, also known as FAFSA.  The event is hosted by Launch Manistee, West Shore Community College, Baker College, North-
western Michigan College and all six Manistee County High Schools.  During the 2014 year, over $191 billion was awarded to students in the 

U.S. seeking financial help to pay for college. 

  

"When we co-hosted College Application Week, 96 percent of Manistee County high school seniors submitted at least one college applica-
tion," said Mary Ann Behm, Launch Manistee Program Coordinator.  "Every student who did that should join us on February 10th to com-

plete a FAFSA.  

While students can complete FAFSA at any time, on Feb. 10 we'll have all the help they and their parents need to wrap it up and submit it 
in one location."   Students and parents planning to attend on February 10th should call Penny Kiss at 231-398-3626 to schedule appoint-

ments for using a computer to complete the FAFSA application and/or to obtain help with completing family income tax information. 

  

Behm said that nearly 80 percent of all of the college aid in the United States relies on completion of the FAFSA application and that stu-

dents and parents should keep in mind the following: 

 
 1. There is no family income level cut-off for federal aid for students for college.    Regardless of how much money your family earns, you 

will not know what federal aid you qualify for unless you complete the FAFSA. 

 
 2.  No one can justifiably say they did not apply through the FAFSA process because the forms are difficult to complete.  That is exactly 

why the February 10 event is being held.  

 
 3.  Parents do not need to have their income taxes completed or filed to enable their child to complete the FAFSA application.   Estimat-

ed information may be used.   Advisors will be available on Feb. 10 to help with tax information needed for the FAFSA application. 

  

"Students and families should also keep mind in the facts about competing for good paying jobs in today's economy," said Betsy Evans, Busi-
ness Director for the Alliance for Economic Success.  "Only 30 percent of the college age individuals in Manistee County complete col-
lege.  By 2020, it's estimated that 65% of all jobs will require some sort of postsecondary education.   All of us - families, students, schools 
and community members - need to be unified around the imperative to reverse the trend of college completion in Manistee County.  In 

many ways, the tax base and economic attractiveness of the County depends on it." 

  

Parents who attend and plan to complete the FAFSA should bring: 

  Social Security cards for parents and students 

 2014 taxes if they have already been filed; a copy of 2013 taxes if not 

Copies of W-2 forms and other wage and earning statements for 2014 

A local CPA will also be available during this event for completion of straight forward taxes for students and families for a nominal fee. 

People who are interested in completing both their taxes AND the FAFSA during this event should bring: 

 Poof of identification (photo ID); Social Security cards; Birth dates for tax filers and dependents 

 Wage and earning statements (Form W-2, W-2G, 1099-R, 1099-Misc) from all employers 

 A copy of last year's federal and state returns, if available 

 Proof of bank account routing and account numbers for direct deposit such as a blank check 

 Total paid for daycare and the daycare provider's tax identifying number 

 Forms 1095-A, B or C Affordable Health Care Statements 

To file taxes electronically on a married-filing-joint tax return, both spouses must be present to sign the required forms. 

Behm said that students and families who can't attend the February 10th event, can complete their FAFSA application at any time and that 

they should see their school counselor or contact her directly if they have questions or need help.  



 

LRBOI Workforce Development  

The LRBOI Workforce Development Programs are operated through the tribe’s Commerce Department. The 

Workforce Development Programs links job placement and skill development into a system of lifelong learning and 

opportunity. Through resources and services created for employers, employees, the unemployed and the under-

employed, Tribal Citizens utilizing Workforce Development Program services can take control of their economic 

future and the security of their families. The Little River Band of Ottawa Indians Workforce Development Programs 

contributes to the economic security of LRBOI, its’ businesses and communities through a comprehensive program 

of skill-building and educational components. These components include: 1) Internship Program for the college 

student designed to provide the Tribal Citizen with the opportunity to gain supervised experience in a work setting 

for which academic credit is earned; 2) Internship Hosting to assist LRBOI Tribal Citizens who are in the Internship 

component by providing them with a low or no-cost lodging opportunity so they may fulfill their Internship re-

quirements in a safe and friendly environment; 3) Development & Training providing various training and services 

as needed for LRBOI Tribal Citizens; 4) Career Assistance Voucher to be used for supplies, tools, clothes, transpor-

tation, or anything that reasonably assists the individual in advancing their career; 5) GED/Adult Education Vouch-

er to help cover costs associated with the completion of a high school diploma or GED; 6) Adult (18+ years) and 

Youth (16-17) Work Experience Employment Programs are designed to provide the Tribal Citizen not in higher 

education supervised experience in an entry level work setting without having to achieve an academic require-

ment.  Mandatory Job Readiness Training is required to complete the program; 7) Need based Vocational Assis-

tance Award available to the Tribal Citizen attending a post-secondary state or accredited vocational/technical 

program who has applied for all other available financial aid and shows unmet need; 8) Summer College Book Sti-

pend for Tribal Citizens attending a non-profit accredited college or university may receive assistance in purchasing 

college textbooks and supplies for Summer Semester only.  For additional details, please follow this link: https://

www.lrboi-nsn.gov/index.php/membership-services/commerce  or contact the Workforce Development Program 

at LRBOI. 

Vouchers for Newly Hired Tribal Citizens 

LRBOI Tribal Citizens at least 18 years of age who are newly hired at a new employer and within 30 days of your 

hire date, you may qualify for a Career Assistance Voucher of $200.00 and/or an Employment Daycare Assistance 

Voucher of $250.00 through the LRBOI Workforce Development Program.   If you are a new hire, please contact 

the Workforce Development Specialist within 30 days of hire at 231-398-6842, toll free at 1-888-723-8288 exten-

sion 6842, or by e-mail at dhawley@lrboi-nsn.gov . 

Tribal Government Internships 

LRBOI Tribal Preference College Students at least 18 years of age may qualify for a paid internship in a Tribal Gov-

ernment Office.  For details on how you may qualify, contact the Workforce Development Specialist at 231-398-

6842, toll free at 1-888-723-8288 extension 6842, or by e-mail at dhawley@lrboi-nsn.gov . 
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Little River Casino Resort  

 

 CONCERT LINE UP 
FOR 2015  

Friday – February 6th Tesla at 9pm • SOLD OUT Jack $35, Queen 
$45, King $60  

Friday – February 27th Jim Belushi at 9pm • On Sale Now! And the 

Board of Comedy Jack $30, Queen $40, King $50  

Friday – March 6th Kix & Slaughter at 9pm • On Sale Now! Jack 
$25, Queen $33, King $38  

Saturday – March 28th Under The Streetlamp at 8pm • On Sale 
Now! Jack $25, Queen $35, King $40  

Friday – April 24th Trace Adkins at 9pm • On Sale Now! Jack 
$50, Queen $65, King $75  
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2015 USFS Huron and Manistee passes—

where you can use them! 

Pick up your pass at the LRBOI Natural Resources offices at 310, 9th Street in Manistee.  

See Bonnie or Peggy in the office for your pass! 
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